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"i ^ Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/820,938 


Applicants) UAf^ 
LONG, RONNIE M. / 


Examiner 

Jennifer P. Herrera 


Art Unit 

3652 


EsT" "-^Sfe MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
^SSSiiBtfK^eply ^ \ 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET (OEX PIRE 3 MONTH(S) J>R THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF Th!§ 5 50MMUNILAIIUN. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event however, may a reply be timely filed _ 

gfter SIX MHMTMR from ftp mailing riatft of this ram munition ~ ~~ 

- T TfNO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 17 August 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle. 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) K? is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

y 6)E3 Claim(s) 1^3 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) E3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

/1 0)13 The drawing(s) filed on 17 August 2004 is/are: a)D accepted or b)EJ objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0- 
a)0 All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. , 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachments) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) p aP er No(s)/Mail Date. 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 > □ N °tice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6 > U Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20060929 




PTQ/SB/05 (04-04) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0032 
U.S. Paten! and Trademark Office. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995. no persons are reauired to respond to a oofecSon of information unless ft displays a valid OMB control number. 



UTILITY 
PATENT APPLICATION 
TRANSMITTAL 



(Qnfy for new nonpreviskmai applications under 37 CFR 1.53(b)) 



Attorney Docket No. 



First Inventor 



Title 



Express Mad Label No. 



RONNIE M. LONG, SR. 



Tie Ergonomic Bay unloading 
Product Stacker 



APPLICATION ELEMENTS 

See MPEP chapter 600 concerning utility patent application contents. 



ADDRESS TO: 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 22311-1450 



1. (3 Pee Transmittal Form (e.g.. PTCVSB/17) 

(Submit an original ana a duplicate for fee processing) 

2. IXJ Applicant claims small entity status. 

See 37 CFR 1.27. 

3. (XJ Specification [Total Page s 18 

{preferred arrangement set forth below) 

- Descriptive thJe of the invention 

- Cross Reference to Related Applications 

- Statement Regarding Fed sponsored R&D 

- Reference to sequence fisting, a table, 
or a computer program I sting appendix 

- Background of the Invention 

- Brief Summary of the Invention 

- Brief Description of the Drawings (if fifed) 

- Detaded Description 
-Clamps) 

- Abstract of (he Disclosure 

4. IXJ Orawing(s) (35 U.S.C. 113) [Total Sheets _7_ 



8. 



7- Q CO-ROM or COR in duplicate, large table or 
Computer Program (Appendix) 
Nucleotide and/or Amino Acid Sequence Submission 
(if applicable. aU necessary) 

a. □ Computer Readable Form (CRF) 

b. Specification Sequence Listing on: 
i. D CD-ROM or CD-R (2 copies); or 
». Q Paper 



c. 



□ 



5. Oath or Declaration [Total Sheets 

a. □ Newly executed (original or copy) 

*> □ Copy from a prior application (37 CFR 1 63(d)) 

(for (Xintirma^c^Q^sfonaJ wdh Box 18 completed) 

• □ DELETION OF INVENTORY 

Signed statement attached deleting inventors) 
name in the pnor application, see 37 CFR 
1.63(dX2) and 1.33(b). 

6. □ Application Data Sheet. See 37 CFR 1 .76 



Statements verifying identity of above copies 



ACCOMPANYING APPLICATION PARTS 



10. □ 

11. □ 

12. □ 

13. □ 

14. □ 

15. □ 
1&0 



17. 



Assignment Papers (cover sheet & documents)) 
37 CFR 3.73(b) Statement n Power of 
(when there is an assignee) Attorney 
English Translation Document (if applicable) 
Information Disclosure [_] Copies of IDS 

Statement (IDSJ/PTO-1449 Citations 
PreSmmary Amendment 
Return Receipt Postcard (MPEP 503) 
(Shoufd be specifically itemized) 
Certified Copy of Priority Documents) 
(if foreign priority is claimed) 
NonpuWication Request under 35 U.S.C. 122 
(bK2)(B)(i). Applicant must attach form PTO/SB/35 
or its equivalent. 

Other 



1 8. If a CONTINUING APPLICATION, check appropriate box, and supply the requisite information below and in the first sentence of the 
specification following the title, or in an Application Data Sheet under 37 CFR 1.76: 



□ Continuation 



Prior application information: 



□ 



DhnSionaf 



Examiner 



□ 



Oxrtjwatiorwfvpart (CIP) 



of prior application No.: 



Art Unit: 



For CONTINUATION OR DJVTStOMAt APPS only: The entire disclosure of the prior application, from which an oath or declaration is supplied under Box 
a>, is considered a part of the disclosure of the accompanying continuation or divisional application and is hereby incorporated by reference. 
The incorporation can only be refied upoo when a portion has been inadvertently omitted from the submitted application parts. 



19. CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 



D 



Customer Number: 



OR K3 Correspondence address below 



Name 



Ronnie M. Long, Sr. 



Address 



538 Misty Ridge Lane 



oty 



Ringgold 



Sfate 



-T3A- 



ZipCode 



30728 



Country 



Catoosa 



Telephone 



(706) 965-2327 



Fax 



Name (Print/Type) 



RObfoHE M. LQMG 



Registration No (Attorney/Agent) 



Signature 



This oolecodn of mferfhaaon'ts required by ^CFR/f. 33(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the pubfic which is to file (and bV the 
USPTO to process) an application. Conf«fenfia»y governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This ooSection is es&mated to take 12 imnutes to complete, 
including garnering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wif vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and tor suggestions for reciuring this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 14S0. Alexandria. VA 2231 3-1 450. DO MOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form. ca# 1 -eOO-PTO-91 99 and select option 2. 



Date 



hich ts to file (and by the 



PTO«8/17<tO-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0032 
U.S. P«ent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
nder the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of rnformation untess it dismays a valid 



FEE TRANSMITTAL 
for FY 2004 

Effective 1 0/01 i 2003. Pater* fees am subject to annual revision. 



[jjj Applicant datms small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 



TOTAL AMOUNT OF PAYMENT 



($) 



Complete if Known 



Appficafon Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Examiner Name 



Art Unit 



Attorney Pocket No. 



RONNIE M. LONG, SR. 



The Director is authorized to: (check alt that apply) 

O Charge fee(s} indicated below Q CredS any overpayments 

| Icharge any additional fee(s) or any underpayment of feed's) 

[^Charge fee<s) irxfcated betow, except for the filing fee 

to the above-identified deposit account. 



1. BASIC RUNG FEE 
Large Entity Small Entity 



METHOD OF PAYMENT (check aft that apply) 



(x] Check □credacard Q Q Other Qftone 

PI Deposit Account: 



Deposd 
Account 
Number 
Deposit 
Account 
Name 



FEE CALCULATION 



Fee Fee 
Code O) 

1001 770 

1002 340 

1003 530 

1004 770 

1005 160 



Fee Fee 
!S3e ft 

2001 385 

2002 170 

2003 265 

2004 385 

2005 80 



Fee Paid 



U$ty filing fee 
Design filing fee 
Plant Sttng fee 
Reissue fifing fee 
Provisional fifing fee 

SUBTOTAL (1) l(S) 



S385-0Q 



385.00 



2. EXTRA CLAIM FEES FOR UTtUTY AND REISSUE 

Fee from 

, . Extra Claims freiPF. Pee Paid 

Total Claims f | 20'*= I I X I j 

ST*"' CZD . y -=CZ3x i I 

rVkxfipte Dependent | | 



Laroe Entity 




Fee Fee 


Fee Fee 


Code ($) 


Code ($) 


1202 18 


2202 9 


1201 86 


2201 43 


1203 290 


2203 145 


1204 88 


2204 43 


1205 18 


2205 9 



Fee Description 

Claims in excess of 20 

Independent datms in excess of 3 

Multiple dependent claim, if not paid 

*• Reissue independent claims 
over original patent 

*" Reissue claims m excess of 20 
and over original patent 



SUBTOTAL (2) 

if greater: For Reissues, see above 



FEE CALCULATION (continued) 



3. ADDITIONAL FEES 



Large Entity 



Fee Fee 
Code {$) 

130 



1051 
1052 



Fee Fee 
Code (S) 

2051 



50 



1053 130 
1812 2.520 

1804 92CT 

1805 1,840* 

1251 110 

1252 420 

1253 950 

1254 1.480 

1255 2.010 

1401 330 

1402 330 

1403 290 

1451 1.510 

1452 110 

1453 1.330 

1501 1.330 

1502 480 
1503 
1460 
1807 
1806 
8021 
1809 



640 
130 

50 
180 

40 
770 



1810 770 



1801 
1802 



770 

900 



Small Entity 



Fee Description 



Fee Paid 



65 Surcharge - late filing fee cm oath 

2052 25 Surcharge - late provisional fifing fee or 

cover sheet 
1053 130 Non-English specification 
1812 2.520 For filing a request far ex parte reexamination 

1804 920' Requesting publication of SIR prior to 

Examiner action 

1805 1.840- Requesting publica tio n of SIR after 

Examiner action 

2251 55 Extension tor reply within first month 

2252 210 Extension for reply wthin second month 

2253 475 Extension for reply within third month 

2254 740 Extension for repty within fourth month 

2255 1.005 Extension for reply wthin fifth month 

2401 165 Notice of Appeal 

2402 t65 Filing a brief in support of an appeal 

2403 145 Request for oral hearing 

1461 1 .510 Petition to institute a public use proceeding 

2452 55 Petition to revive - unavoidable 

2453 665 Petition to revive - unintentional 

2501 665 UtHity issue fee (or reissue) 

2502 240 Design issue foe 

2503 320 Plant issue fee 

1460 130 Petitions to the C^irrisswner 
1807 50 Processing fee under 37 CFR 1.17(q) 
1806 180 Submission of Information Ofecfosure Stmt 
r^. Recording each patent assignment per 

property (times number of properties) 
2809 385 Fifing a submission after final refection 

(37 CFR 1.129(a)) 

2810 



385 For each additional invention to be 

examined (37 CFR 1.129(h)) 
385 Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 
900 Request for expedited examination 
of a design application 

Other fee (specify) Petition to Make Special , | 

•Reduced by Basic Feng Fee Paid SUBTOTAL (3) |(S) 



2801 
1802 



135 00 



520.00 



SUBMITTED 



BY 



Name {Pn/xfType) 



Signature 



RONfijj%M. LONG, jf*V 



(Complete (3 gwflcafefeJJ 



Tel ephone (706)965-2327 



Date 



WARNING: Information ononis form may become public Credit card information should not 
be included on this fbrnTProvitie credit card information and authorization on PTO203S. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1,17 and 1.27. The information is required to obtain or retaxi a benefit by me public vmich is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. CcnWenfcrtty is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This coBection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete. 
inctucSng gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wifl vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you require to complete mis form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. 
SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Sox 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

tfyou need assistance in completing the form, caff 1-600-PTO-9I99 and select option 2. 



r 



DISCLOSURE DOCUMENT REFERENCE LETTER 

Disclosure documentation was originally sent to the patent and trade-mark office 
regarding this invention on 4/3/1999. 



33 



Returning with new and replacement documents as requested. 
I have also included a copy of the demo tape which will help to show 
how the device is used. Hopefully this will help to clarify how the device 
works to complete the patent application. 

Thank you, 
Ron Long Sr. 



List of files 



1 



Fee Transmittal 



2 




3 



PHOTOS OF PROTOTYPE 
OF INVENTION 
DEMONSTRATING USE 



4 




Photo 1 

First Position: 

Articulating ramp is on nose plate of hand 
trucks. Operator stands on ladder and first 
case of beverage product is loaded onto 
sliding ramp to slide down onto hand 
trucks. 



Photo 2 

Operation of hand control for 
articulating ramp. Hand control moves 
articulating ramp into second position for 
sliding second case of product on 
handtrucks and then into third position to 
slide third and subsequent cases into 
position. 



Photo 3 

Second Position: 

Articulating ramp has been moved by 
hand control into position for loading 
second case of beverage product. 



5 



Photo 4 

Third Position: 

Articulating ramp has been moved by 
hand control into position for loading 
third case of beverage product 



Photo 5 

Articulating ramp remains in third position 
for operator to slide remaining cases onto 
sliding ramp. 



Photo 6 

Articulating ramp remains in third position. 
Subsequent cases are slid into position to 
be loaded onto hand trucks. 
Operator then climbs off of ladder and 
loads other cases on top of cases already 
on hand trucks 



6 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defectsin the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 



kJ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

d REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 



□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 




